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Dr. Montiel-Overall is an Associate Professor on the faculty of the School of Information 
Resources and Library Science at the University of Arizona. She received her Ph.D. from 
Stanford University with a minor in linguistics, and a post doctorate degree in library and 
information science from the University of Arizona. 

Her research areas include Latino children and young adults, and cultural competence. She was 
awarded a research grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS), which 
provided funding for a study on “The Effect of Teacher and Librarian Collaboration on Science 
Information Literacy of Latino Students.” Findings from different aspects of the study are found 
in numerous professional peer reviewed professional journals.   

Dr. Montiel-Overall is also interested in cultural competence and proposed a framework for 
cultural competence for library professionals published in Library Quarterly (2009). She has 
presented nationally and internationally on cultural competence and is currently writing a book 
on Latina/o library and information science professionals and cultural competence.  

Dr. Montiel-Overall has published in School Library Media Research, Library and Information 
Science Research, Teacher-Librarian, Knowledge Quest, School Libraries Worldwide, Library 
Trends, Canadian Journal of Information and Library Science, and Library Media 
Connection. She also co-edited with Don Adcock two books for the American Association of 
School Librarians (AASL) on collaboration and librarianship in a multicultural society.    

Dr. Montiel-Overall is a lifetime member of REFORMA, a division of the American Library 
Association and has served on the Association of Library Services to Children (ALSC) Belpré 
Award Committee, American Library Association nominating committee, and AASL 
publications committee.  She is the parliamentarian for the Association of Library and 
Information Science Education (ALISE) and served as co-chair of the School Library SIG and 
the Youth Services SIG.  She was chair of the 2012 Library Media Connection Award. She 
founded the Latino Literacy Roundtable (LLR), which brings together faculty, students, and 
community members annually in Tucson, Arizona to discuss different aspects of literacy of 
Latinos. The 2015 LLR will focus on health literacy. 

 


